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PRAYING FAMILIES. 


FAITHFUL Christian on one occa- 

sion sought to press the claims of the 
gospel home to the heart of a careless young 
man. The appeal was not only kindly re- 
ceived, but the young man addressed 
seemed to be deeply moved. But when 
urged to accept Christ as his Saviour, he 
gave in substance the following reply : 

It is useless for me to try to be a Chris- 
tian. God would not listen to my prayers. 
He is a covenant-keeping God. He dwells 
with those who love and honor him. My 
parents lived without prayer. My grand- 
parents were godless people. As a family 
we have dishonored God, and can I hope 
that God will now receive me? No, no. 
He will not regard my prayer. I have had 
no friends to pray forme. I was not con- 
secrated to God in infancy. I have not 
prayed for myself, and now I cannot come 
to God. We have forsaken him, and now 
he has forsaken us. 

Very different is the following case: 

Among a circle of four or five families, all 
shoots from the same parent stock, family 
piety blossomed with uncommon beauty, 
and bore fruits of rare excellence. As one 
child after another attained to years of ac- 
countability, the claims of their Redeemer 
were acknowledged, and.a place sought 
among his people. What was the secret of 
all this? We hear the answer in the very 
words of a member of the favored house- 
hold. 

““T trace this stream of holy influence 
back to the prayers of a pious ancestor. 
Grandfather was an eminent man of God, 
and he prayed much for his children’s chil- 
dren—in the fields, in the woods, at morn- 
ing, mid-day, and evening. He prayed for 
them to the third and fourth generations. 
His last years were literally spent in prayer. 
After losing his mind upon all other sub- 
jects, he could still lead the family devo- 
tions as no one else could. 

What blessings a praying parent may call 





down from heaven upon his children! 
Happy indeed are those families in which 
God is honored, and his blessing invoked 
upon children and children’s children; and 
wretched and poor beyond expression are 
those families where God is forgotten, or 
his name mentioned only to be profaned ! 
The parent who stays away from Christ is 
not only shutting himself from the king- 
dom, but is making it difficult for his chil- 
dren, who would, toenterin. N. H. H. 


For The Sunday-School Times. 


For Me, For Thee. 


‘Cen hundred weary miles from home 
And every earthly rest, 

Where could I lean this aching heart 
But on my Saviour’s breast? 

In doubt, in dread,—harrassed and worn 
By daily toil and loss, 

I see Him lift the fadeless crown 
Above my thorny cross. 


His hands are pierced with cruel wounds 
His love endured for me! 
O blessed Saviour, make my love 
More purée and strong for Thee, 
As weak and helpless as a child 
My suppliant hands I raise, 
O change the anguish of this hour 
To songs of joy and praise. 


In darkest time of doubt and dread 
A tender voice I hear,— 

“Poor child, I know the way is hard, 
But Jam with thee here.— 

No shortened arm that cannot save 
Is this that circles thee, 

My watchful love shall guard thee still, 
But—bdui bear this cross for Me.” 


For Thee! for Thee! the loving thought 
Makes every burden blest, 
Henceforth is pain my secret joy, 
And toil my sweetest rest. 
Whate’er the way Thy love appoints, 
Whate’er thy cross may be, 
I’ll tread the path and bear the cross 
O blessed Lord, for Thee ! 
Rockford, Iu. 
—_—_—_—_—___ oo 
For The Sunday-School Times, 
** Consider Christ Jesus.” 
AUL’S admonition in Hebrews, ‘‘ Con- 
sider’? Christ Jesus means more than 
merely think about him. Literally it im- 
plies ‘‘ gaze intently’? on him, Study fea- 
ture by feature, lineament by lineament of 
that divinely beautiful example. Peer into 
that spotless, perfect character. ‘‘Gaze”’ 
upon that Sun of Righteousness, till your 
soul has caught its flame, and is dazzled 
with the effulgence of its glory. And your 
own light, borrowing his heavenly bright- 
ness, like the path of the just shall ‘‘ shine 
more and more unto the perfect day,’’ 
Js Ee. Bs 


MABEL. 
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WELCOME TO JESUS. 


BY MRS. J. E. MC CONAUGHY. 


A POOR young soldier lay on his hospital 
pillow, pale, emaciated and fast sink- 
ing. A tract distributor passed through 
the ward and laid upon his pillow a number 
of beautiful tracts. Thesoldier reached out 
his thin hand and examined them atten- 
tively, though the exertion was very great 
forhim. At last he paused at one, which 
had in gilt letters on its purple cover, the 
words, 
‘Welcome to Jesus.” 

“ Please, sir,” he whispered, “ place that 
in the window, where I can see it without 
turning my head.’ 

The visitor did so, and the dying man 
reached out his hand to express by its feeble 
pressure the thanks he had not voice to 
speak, 

In the morning he was gone! The last 
object his eyes rested on was the precious 
message ‘‘ Welcome to Jesus.”’ . 

Ah, what a blessed word for all of us! Not 
one of us but needs it as much as this depart- 
ing soldier. This is the ‘‘ good tidings’’ we 
are commissioned to teach to all repenting 
sinners. Noone so high in station but he 
must receive this pardon with the lowly 
spirit of a little child; no one so degraded, 
but the depth of mercy can reach even him. 
‘Though your sins be as scarlet they shall 
be as white as snow; though they be red 
like crimson they shall be as wool.’’ 

What joy and safety have those who have 
accepted this free salvation ; who are among 
the welcomed ones of Jesus! Safe in all 
perils and trials, they may cast all their 
cares upon him, knowing that he careth 
for them. But oh, how different the care of 
those who have no such Saviour to lean 
upon. 

When a few of the voyagers on the 
doomed steamer ‘‘ London ”’ had resolved to 
risk their chances of safety in the only re- 
maining boat, and had just pushed off from 
the fast sinking ship, a lady rushed to the 
side of the deck and frantically shrieked, 

‘‘ A thousand guineas if you will take me 
in!” 

To return was to seal the doom of all. So 
they bore away as fast as they could from 
the whirlpool, which in another moment 
would have drawn them down into the 
depths of the sea. What an appalling mo- 
ment! Yet Jesus was ready to welcome 
all that would truly turn to him even in 
that extremity. No doubt many of the 
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fated two hundred, listened to the faithful 
words of a minister on board who strove, 
through the four days of the storm, to 
preach Christ to the affrighted crowd which 
gathered about him. The storm within grew 
more and more quiet, and the voice of prayer 
deep and fervent was everywhere heard. 
Oh what a blessing then were the words of 
Jesus! How trifling seemed everything else 
compared with prayerand the reading of 
God’s book. 

Such an hour will come to us all, whether 
the last messenger comes for us in ship- 
wreck, or railroad disaster, or in our quiet 
beds at home. ‘‘ The last enemy to be de- 
stroyed is death.’”?’ He isan enemy most fear- 
ful to all of us, whatever the garb he wears. 
Yet ‘‘thanks be unto God who giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.’’ 
If we feel that death only opens the door- 
way into our Father’s palace, where a glad 
welcome awaits us, shall we not rejoice even 
in the presence of this grim sentinel? 

Let this be the burden of all our teaching, 
dear fellow teachers. Let our words, our 
tones, our very looks even, bid the dear 
children ‘‘ Welcome to Jesus.”’ 


—_—_—__> 


For The Sunday-School Times, 
Inward Piety and Outward Work. 


NE ‘cause of failure in Christian life 

arises from the tendency on the part of 
some to engage in outward Christian work, 
while they overlook the secret culture of 
the heart. I would not say one word against 
zeal in Christian work; zeal is good, but 
zeal with knowledge is better. Outward 
activity must be based upon inward pro- 
gress. Work and prayer, labor and worship 
go together. It is the tendency in certain 
periods of the church to place much stress 
upon the outward activities of the Christian 
life, and the convert gets the impression 
that there must be a ceaseless running 
hither and thither, and proclaiming the 
good news upon the house tops: and that is 
right, provided the inward progress of the 
soul in holy dispositions keeps pace with the 
outward work. This matter ought to be 
considered carefully; there is a deep phi- 
losophy in it. No man can have true soul- 
prosperity who engages so constantly in 
Christian work as to have no time for heart 
culture by means of meditation, prayer, and 





the reading of God’s Word. Healthy work: 


springs from the inner life of devotion. 
Sensational work is a light that burns 
brightly and beautifully for a time, but soon 
vanishes away. Talking religion is good if 
it grows out of praying and reading religion. 
A community is now and then startled by 
the sudden fall of a minister, but that fall 
was the result of a secret separation between 
‘outward work and heart culture which had 
been growing for years. ‘‘ How often has 
it happened that young persons lose in a 
few years the zeal that marked earlier re- 
ligious life? Why is this? Why do those 
who learn to write or to read only a little, 
and with difficulty, forget and forsake the 
art altogether? Because it was difficult, and 
the result was unsatisfactory. And so, in 
‘the freshness of new-born Christian love, 
well-meant but unsuccessful effort is put 





forth, and the worker loses heart and hope; 
and well for him if he do not begin to doubt 
the reality of that religion which he has 
unhappily learned to think of most in its 
gressive aspects on the kingdom of evil 
outside of himself.’’ Inward piety gives 
vigor to outward work, and it is extremely 
dangerous to forego secret communion with 
God because the hands are so full of out- 
ward labor. That is a process, which, un- 
less arrested by our kind Father, will end 
in spiritual death. A. H. H. 
—[—EEE > 
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Hopeful Yet Mindful. 

How many, just now, are laying their 

plans for the future! Bright anticipa- 
tions urge them on. ‘I shall have this or 
that pleasure, I shall gain this or that end,”’ 
duting the coming year. Men start with 
assurance and with high hope, in their 
worldly schemes, and count upon their suc- 
cess. It is well tobe sanguine. It is right 
to be earnest and diligent and hopeful in it 
all. But it is a folly and a sin to be un- 
mindful of God’s solemn voice, calling to 
men, ‘‘ Be ye also ready, for in such an hour 
as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh.” 
All our plans for the future should be care- 
fully laid upon the foundation, ‘‘ Ifthe Lord 
will, I will do” this or that. Constant re- 
ference, in the midst of earthly hopes, to 
the contingency that underlies them all, is 
the part of true wisdom. It need not cast 
one shadow upon our earnest hopefulness. 
It need not lessen one throb of joy. it is 
necessary, indeed, as a balance-wheel to our 
happiness. The thought that ‘‘ There is 
but a step between me and death,’’ should 
animate the truly wise soul to ‘‘ work while 
the day lasts, for the night cometh.”’ B. 
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The Military Chest of the Lord. 


[Translated from the German.] 

| eer six years I have watched the life of 

a man living in my neighborhood, the 
oldest member of a small American church. 
He is tolerably poor, and sustains himself 
and his family by hard work in a small 
flour business. He goes always in the 
plainest and homeliest attire. He has al- 
ways, however, so much left for works of 
mercy, that we might be tempted to con- 
sider him rich. I met him lately in a rail- 
road car, and asked him how he always had 
so much to spare for the cause of Christ. 
‘¢Because I have a chest,’’ he. replied, 
‘“which, like the cruse of oil of the widow 
of Sarepta, is never empty. Since I have 
found the Lord, I have made it an inviola- 
ble rule to give to Him the tenth part of all 
my earnings, for it belongs to Him. This 
tithe goes into a particular chest; which I 
call the military chest of the Lord, because 
its destination is to help fight the battles of 
his kingdom against the bulwarks of dark- 
ness in this world. During the last fifteen 
years I have never deliberately defrauded 
the Lord of one cent that was rightfully 
coming to Him, and thence it comes,that I 
have always money on hand, when a de- 
mand is made for it.’’ 





‘But,’ said I, ‘‘ if you give the Lord the 
tenth part of all that you earn, that isa 
very great deal. Have you never found 
that this kind of self-taxation was hurtful 
to your business, and hindered its progress?” 

“On the contrary,’ said he, ‘‘since I 
have walked this path, marked out by God 
in the Old Testament, a visible blessing has 
rested upon my business. While formerly 
it did not go well at all, since the time that 
I began to give to God what belongs to him, 
it has been returned to me six and eight 
fold. Even in hard times my business has 
not suffered. I have been preserved from 
heavy losses, and have had my daily bread 
with my family. It is true I have not be- 
come rich, and I never will, but I have 
plenty; and if the Lord calls me away to- 
day, my family have enough to live. Be- 
sides, since I have been serving the Lord, 
he has blessed me specially in my children. 
They are all well bred, and have learned to 
pray and work, and give me hope that they 
will live and die as Christians.”’ 

Thus spoke the man who gave to the 
Lord the tenth of all his gains. Reader, 
what part of thy gains dost thou sacrifice 
as a thank-offering? Oh! ingratitude is 
the reward of the world. But is it thine 
also? If thou offerest thanks, what part 
hast thou remaining for the military chest 
of the Lord’s kingdom? The twentieth or 
the hundredth part of thy gains? Or per- 
haps not so much? The more thank-offer- 
ing so much the more blessing! Mark that 
well. Ss. W. W. 

q+ —- 
“Not for a Day, but for Eternity!” 
(A Word to Teachers.) 

ELLOW workers for Christ, we are 

building for eternity! We toil at the 
foundation of structures over whose im- | 
perishable substance decay shall have no 
power. Through this new year of graee 
now upon us, let us work broadly and 
deeply. Let our motto be, ‘‘ Not for a day, 
but for all eternity’? Oh! how does a 
glance heavenward lift into glorious beauty 
this earthly toil. Let our teaching for 1869 
therefore have— 

Ist. CONSCIENTIOUSNESS. It will then be 
loving, prayerful, patient, punctual. Our 
work is for souls, and the Master’s eye is 
upon it. Itis worth doing WELL. 

2d. ENTHUSIASM. The love of Christ, 
and the promised glories of heaven are its 
inspiration. Earnestness is born of it. 
Victory is sure. 

8d. CHrist. Not theology, but Christ. 
Not biblical literature, but Christ. Show 
his as the model life. Contrast a child’s 
wrong doing, wrong speaking, wrong think- 
ing, with the true, the beautiful, the good 
in the Sinless Man. Make Jesus “the one 
altogether lovely ’’ to the child. 

The sculptor stands, chisel in hand, be- 
fore the yielding marble which in time shall 
grow into the ideal form of beauty which 
now is visible alone to his enraptured eye. 
So ‘‘Christ formed in the heart’’ may be 
the teacher’s ideal, into the surpassing love- 
liness of which shall be slowly moulded 
the precious material of immortal spirits. 

Said Michael Angelo to a young artist 
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bending over the marble block: ‘‘ The light 
of the public square will test it.’’ So fear- 
lessly may the faithful laborer for Christ 
look forward to the time when the light of 
heaven shall reveal in faultless beauty his 
finished work, confident that in the joy 
of its acceptance by the Master, the dis- 
couragements of earth shall be remembered 
no more forever.—Abridged from The Jour- 
nal and Messenger. 
—_—_—_—_—X—X—O OO" 
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The Bible a Book for Daily Use. 


O Christian who neglects the daily 
reading of the Bible can grow in spi- 
ritual stature. Divine truth nourishes the 
new life. The Bible is the one book to 
which the Christian ought to give his days 
and nights of prayerful study. We acknow- 
ledge, in theory at least, the preciousness of 
the Bible; we have a kind of secret feeling 
that it is a letter from our Father, a mine 
of inexhaustible riches, a lamp to guide our 
steps home; yet is it not true that very 
many fail to make that practical use of it 
which would seem naturally to follow so 
exalted a view of it. Is it not too true that 
very many do not read the Bible? It is 
looked upon as a Sunday book, and where 
there is no family altar, the daily personal 
reading of it is neglected. 

Now the Bible is a book for daily use and 
not for mere praise. If it isaletter from our 
father in heaven, we cannot be growing 
Christians if we never read it; if itisa lamp 
to guide our steps, we cannot be walking in 
the way of life if we never come to it for 
light. There must be personal, devotional 
reading of God’s Word. We must read it, 
not as a history, or poem, or biography, but 
as the Word of our Father. We must read 
it as little children, humbly desiring to 
know the way of life, thirsting for the living 
water which it supplies. There isa great 
blessing in it; it is a precious means of 
grace. It is a wonderful book, but its won- 
ders are only revealed to those who read it 
daily and prayerfully. A. H. H. 

a 2 

The Christian and the Moralist. 

CHRISTIAN is one who is positive. 

A Christian is a fruit-bearer. A moral 
man is a vine that does not bear fruit. But 
then it bears everything else—good leaves, 
a good strong stem, a healthy root, every- 
thing that is good and nice in it, except the 
fruit. A Christian man is one that develops 
graces into positivity. He acts out of him- 
selfand upon others. A moral man is one 
that simply defends himself from the action 
of evil. A moral man is like an empty bottle, 
well corked, so that no defilement can get 
into it,—so that it may be kept pure within. 
Pure? And what is the use of a bottle that 
is pure, if it is empty and corked up? A 
moral man, I repeat, is a negative. He does 
not swear, he does not steal, and he does not 
murder, and he does not get drunk, and his 
whole life is not. His language is, ‘‘ Thou 
shalt not,’”? and ‘*Thou shalt not,’ and 
“Thou shalt not.’ He is not all over, and 
nothing more! He is not positive. There 
is no avertness to him.— ev. H. W. Beecher. 
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“We Shall Meet in the Morning.” 


BY J. R. OSGOOD, 





[“ Good-bye, we shall meet in the mornifig,” were 
the ecstatic words of cheer ofa young husband to his 
agonized wife, as he was dying.—S. S. Times.] 





Oh the beautiful thought, when from earth we are 
fading, 

And the darkness of death, all our pathway is 
shading, 

To know with a gladness, dark terror disarming, 

Though we part for awhile, “ We shall meet in the 
morning.” 


Meet where the songs of the angels shall gladden, 

Meet where the presence of sin may not sadden, 

Where the smiles of the Saviour, all Heaven adorn- 
ing, 


We'll nevermore part, “‘ When we meet inthe morning.” 

Oh the glad hallelujahs, that ever are swelling! 

Oh the joys of the Ransomed which ever are well- 
ing! 

In those mansions of Jesus, where glory is crowning 

All the dear loved ones, “‘ Who meet in the morning.” 


Sweet, beautiful hope! in the noontide of glory 
Forever united, rehearsing the story 

Of Jesus the Saviour, who with angels is coming 
To gather His loved ones, “* Who meet in the morning.” 


Then banish, my heart, all thy pain and thy sorrow; 

Weep not, for there cometh a beautiful morrow; 

Look up, and be glad in Eternity’s dawning, 

It bringeth the joy, “‘ For we’ll meet in that morning.” 
oo 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


COST OF INTEMPERANCE, 


NE of the leading newspapers of the 

country, in commenting on the state- 
ment of the Special Revenue Commissioner, 
Charles Wells, in his report to Congress 
giving the amount paid out by the people 
for spirituous and malt liquors during the 
year 1867, remarks: 


““Thus it will be seen that, during the 
year 1867, the people of the United States 
paid for strong drinks, over the counter to 
retail dealers, the sum of fourteen hundred 
and eighty-three millions, four hundred and 
ninety-one thousand, eight hundred and 
sixty-five dollars. That sum is more than 
equal to one-half the principal and the an- 
nual interest of the public debt. The sum, 
if applied to the payment of the debt, would 
redeem it all, in gold, in two years. The 
amount of money paid for this strong drink, 
by actual consumers, in three years, would 
equal the entire debt of the Union, and of 
all the States, and of all the cities, counties, 
and towns of the United States.” 


Enormous as these figures are, they rep- 
resent but a part of the cost of intemperance 
in this country. We have here only the direct 
cost to consumers of liquors. In estimates 
heretofore made, it has been ascertained 
that the indirect expenses of the traffic in 
liquors are greater even than their actual 
cost,—we mean the crime and pauperism 
they occasion, the loss of time and labor by 
drinking, the misapplication of capital and 
labor in the manufacture and sale, the per- 
version of the precious fruits of the earth 
by converting them into poisons, and other 
items that might be mentioned. Taking, 
then, the cost of strong drinks in round 
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numbers to be fifteen hundred millions of 
dollars, and assuming the indirect cost of 
the liquor traffic to be only as much more, 
and we have the sum total of three thousand 
millions as the annual cost of intemperance 
to the people of this country! 

Now if by a fiat of Omnipotence this abo- 
minable traffic were suddenly arrested, or 
if the consumers of these liquors could be 
induced to lay that restraint upon their ap- 
petites which a sound Christian morality 
requires, there would be enough saved to 
sweep our national debt out of existence in 
less than one year ! 

We pity the blindness and folly of that 
heathen prince who spends a million of dol- 
lars to erect a temple for the worship of 
idols; but here is a nation, enjoying the 
noon-day light of the glorious gospel, that 
spends three thousand times that amount 
every year in the worship of a fiery Moloch, 
whose reign is perpetuated by a standing 
army of one million of drunkards, and 
whose power is signalized by sending one 
hundred thousand* men yearly to prema- 
ture and dishonored graves, and strewing 
the land with widows and orphans. 

It is well to have our Sabbath-schools to 
train up the rising generation in the prin- 
ciples of virtue and religion. It is well 
to have our missionary societies to send 
the living ministry into every nook and 
corner of the land, and Bibles and tracts 
into every family. But until the people of 
this country wake up to a full realization of 
the appalling enormity of the liquor traffic, 
and unite their efforts to put it down, they 
will fail to lay hold of that which stands 
more in the way of every moral and evan- 
gelical enterprise than all other obstacles 
put together. A. 8. 

Franklin Co., Mo. 





*I have no recent estimates of the results of in- 
temperance; but comparing estimates made in 
former years with the present consumption of 
liquors, and the increase of population, it is believed 
these figures will fall short of, rather than exceed, 
the reality. 


NN 
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When Shall We Pray P 
6¢TNVENING, and morning, and at noon, 
will I pray and cry aloud: and he 
shall hear my voice.’’? Psalm 55: 17. 
‘‘Men ought always to pray.’’ Luke, 18: 1. 
Always ; not only when they feel like it. If 
we have not the spirit of prayer, let us ask 
for it. M. F. 


iit 
—_ 





‘“ THE good God has more weapons than 
we wot of, and more means of grace than 
are counted in any of our catechisms and 
confessions. The touch of a little child’s 
hand has opened many a door through 
which the Master has afterward come in 
and sat and supped. 





Wothing but Leaves. 

* * * *- * * e 
“Ah! who shall then the Master meet 

Bearing but withered leaves? 
Ah! who shall at the Saviour'’s feet 
Before the awful judgment seat, 
Lay down, for golden sheaves 

Nothing but leaves ?” 





28 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 








THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


PHILADELPHIA, JANUARY 16, 1869, 


John S. Hart : 
I. Newton Baker, } Editors. 





Lesson No. 5, to be taught on Sunday, 
January 2ist, may be found in Matt., 16: 
1-12. Subject: ‘‘ Seeking Signs, the Signs 
of Jonas.” 

a 


WE have received $15 for Chloe Lankton 
from A. L., A. R., and M. J. L., Chester, 
Penn.; $1 from P. 8. P., Columbia, Cali- 
fornia; $1 from R.J., Ripley, Ohio; $3 
‘from friends,” Detroit, Mich.; $1 from 
M.McC., Dillsburg, Penn.; $1 from Mrs. G. 
D. W.B., Germantown, N. Y.; $3 from the 
children of Paradise S. 8., Lancaster Co., 
Penn.; $1 from ‘three little children,’ 
Brooklyn, L. I.; $1 from M. A., and $1 
from L. A. P., State Industrial School, 
Lancaster, Mass. ; $1 from C. B. D., Welles- 
ley, Mass.; $1 from H. H. B., Portland, 
Maine; $2.60 from Mrs. B. V. B., Town- 
send, Sandusky Co., Ohio. 


qo oe —— 
The Miracle of Food. 


£ perme is no more of power, in the most 

stupendous of the miracles recorded in 
Scripture, than in any one of the millions 
of natural occurrences which are taking 
place every day, all around us. That which 
takes place in the case of a miracle is ex- 
ceptional only in the fact that it is not re- 
peated from day to day. It occurs only 
once. Were it to occur daily, for thirty 
or forty years, until our minds became 
thoroughly familiar with it, and we expect- 
ed it as something of course, as doubtless 
the Israelites of the second generation did 
in regard to the manna in the wilderness, 
the occurrence would cease to be a miracle 
to us. It is altogether probable that the 
children who were born in the wilderness, 
and who from earliest childhood had been 
accustomed to see every morning the de- 
posit of manna all over the surface of the 
ground, just as regularly as they saw the 
return of the morning light, had no more 
feeling of there being something miraculous 
in the occurrence, than we now have, when 
we see the blades of grass come forth every 
spring, or the golden fruit hanging from the 
branches every autumn. 

When our Lord turned water into wine, 
he did nothing more mysterious, nothing 
greater or more divine, than when he 
now, before our eyes, turns common water 
into the sweet sap of the maple and of the 
sugar cane, or into the delicious juice of the 
orange and the pomegranate, or when he 
changes the common materials of earth and 
water into the luscious pulp of the apple 
and the peach, or the nourishing farina of 





the potato, the maize, and the wheat. If 
we plant together a grain of sand and a 
grain of corn, it is no art or skill or power 
of ours, that makes the one to remain un- 
changed in the soil, the other to break forth 
into roots and stalks and ‘bring forth 
fruit after its kind.” It is only the direct 
power of God himself, that thus works. 
The power that changes a single grain of 
corn or wheat into a thousand grains, is the 
same that changed the ‘‘ seven loaves’ into 
bread enough to feed four thousand men, 
besides the women and children, and be- 
sides the seven baskets-full of fragments 
that were left. When this exercise of power 
occurs in a way that is not repeated, we call 
ita miracle. But when it is repeated, daily, 
hourly, all the time, all around us, we call 
it Providence, or nature, or the laws of 
matter. But, in truth, in the one case as in 
the other, it is God our Father, working as 
he wills, for the good of his children. 

The food which daily supplies the hunger 
of the twelve hundred millions of men who 
now people the earth, is as directly the gift 
of our Heavenly Father, as was the manna 
which during forty years was daily sent to 
these millions of Israel in the wilderness, 
or as was the miraculous supply of myste- 
riously multiplying loaves which came from 
the hands of our Saviour beside the lake of 
Galilee. The transformation of the seven 
loaves must have been so rapid that possibly 
those who stood by actually saw the succes- 
sive steps in the change; and, possibly, 
could we sit, microscope in hand, hour by 
hour, during the long months of vegetable 
transformation and growth, we too might 
see the actual steps by which a grain be- 
comes a thousand grains. But seeing or 
not seeing the steps in the change, makes 
no difference in the stupendous fact. It is 
in either case a miracle. The supply of food 
for man and beast, generation after genera- 
tion, is a stupendous, continual miracle. 
The very commonness of it, if rightly con- 
sidered, ought only to fill us with the greater 
amazement. 


The English word Lord, if traced back 
to its old English form lavord, and thence 
still further back to the Anglo-Saxon laf-ord 
(loaf-source), reveals to us its original mean- 
ing, as the loaf-giver. And well may we, 
in this sense, call God our Lorp. The loaf 
on my table tells me as distinctly of Him, 
as did the loaves multiplying visibly in the 
hands of Jesus tell those rude mountaineers 
of Galilee that they were standing in the 
presence of a most gracious and powerful 
benefactor. 

But man lives not by bread alone, but by 
every word which proceedeth out of the 





mouth of God. While I thank him for the 
perpetual miracle of food, by which my 
bodily wants and those of the unnumbered 
millions of the earth are supplied, I will not 
forget the gracious care which he in like 
manner provides for my spiritual wants. 

When we undertake to minister to the 
spiritual needs of others, let us not forget 
the example of our Master. The man who 
is suffering from cold and hunger, who is in 
bodily want or pain, is not in a condition 
favorable for hearing about his soul and his 
sins. Jesus preceded his proclamations of 
mercy by deeds of mercy. Let us ‘‘ go and 
do likewise,’’-—nurse the sick, help the 
needy, put bread into the mouths of the 
hungry, clothes on the backs, and wood on 
the hearths, of the destitute,—and then may 
we speak to them of the love of Jesus with 
some hope of reaching their hearts. 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


The Abuses of Christian Hospitality. 
BY JAMES H. KELLOGG. 


5 this era of extensive travelling and 
numerous conventions, and religious 
meetings of every sort, the matter of which 
we write has come to be one of frequent 
remark, and, in many cases, of considerable 
apprehension among the Christian commu- 
nity. This is especially the case among 
people who have never been educated in 
the special grace of entertaining, which isso 
commended in the Scriptures. And, in- 
deed, one prominent clergyman in our own 
commonwealth has of late, I am told, after 
the experience of a recent large convention, 
(during the sessions of which he himself, 
however, was absent), formally pronounced 
the decree of excommunication upon the 
whole tribe of convention-goers and Sun- 
day-school ‘‘ carpet-baggers’’ from the pre- 
cincts of his beautiful city, save only such 
as shall procure and pay for lodgings at its 
commodious hotels. The plea of this 
brother, and many others, is in substance 
that our conventions are made matters of 
convenience by unworthy persons, who de- 
sire to visit the places where they are held 
for purposes merely of pleasure or business. 
My own observation, and I believe it will 
be endorsed by most Sunday-school men 
who have been in the habit of attending 
such meetings, is that but a very trifling 
proportion of the delegates, so called, can 
be accused of any such motives. It would 
be passing strange if among the multitudes 
so gathered there should be entire freedom 
from the selfishness and unworthiness so 
common among all human convocations. 
My belief is that the great mass of the peo- 
ple thus in attendance are earnest, well 
meaning, devoted Christian people, who 
come from a sincere desire for improve- 
ment, and under the impulse of Christian 
duty, and not merely for the sake of bread 
and butter. What, then, can be the great 
‘‘ burden” or ‘‘imposition’”’ in the enter- 
tainment, for two or three days, of a thou- 
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sand or two such persons in the Christian 
homes of a populous town or city? <A plain 
inquiry or two at this point may not be 
amiss. Is it not true that there is a consti- 
tutional aversion on the part of many mem- 
bers of our churches to throwing open their 
luxurious homes, and devoting their efforts 
for a brief season, even, to the comfort and 
pleasure of Christ’s faithful but, in many 
cases, poor disciples, who are devoted and 
useful, though they may not be gifted or 
entertaining? There is No lack of enter- 
tainment, in such homes, for the ‘‘ leading”’ 
men of the convention, or for the friends or 
favorites of the critical and particular par- 
ties whose hospitality is to be taxed. A 
hundred times as much care and trouble 
would be expended on the trifles of ordinary 
life without a thought that it was burden- 
some. But then it isa great strain upon 
the nerves, and tax upon the feelings of 
some nineteenth-century Christians to have 
to associate, even temporarily, with those 
back-woods brethren and sisters. How 
wouhkd they have succeeded in the company 
of the rude fisherman of Galilee, preaching 
the everlasting gospel in the highways and 
among the hedges, or even, we ask it reve- 
rently, in the society of the despised Naza- 
rene, who, though heir to all the glory of 
the Father, had not where to lay his head? 
The Christian religion is one of plain and 
simple truth for ‘‘ the common people,”’ and 
the best Christian society will not generally 
be found at the courts of wealth and fashion. 

But, aside from the circle of fashionable 
Christians to whom we have alluded, there 
are many excellent people to whom the care 
of the delegates who may be assigned to 
their really cordial and generous hospita- 
lity, becomes an intolerable burden. There 
are many ‘‘ Marthas”’ among the excellent 
Christian ladies of our households who are 
“careful and troubled’’ to an extent de- 
structive of the whole profit of the conven- 
tion so far as their individual interests are 
concerned. To such we suggest that their 
arrangements be much simpler, their dishes 
prepared plainer, and hence their own cares 
reduced and the digestion of the delegates 
promoted. Let it be remembered that the 
prime object of their guests, at these times 
certainly, is not the enjoyment of rich 
viands, but the advantages of home com- 
forts and genial society during the period of 
their visit. ‘‘A dinner of herbs,’ seasoned 
with cordial Christian conversation, is far 
preferable to one of sumptuous viands pre- 
pared at the expense of the reasonable com- 
fort and convenience of those who provide 
it. Let the accommodations, then, of our 
houses be tendered for such uses without 
pretension or uncalled-for and unnecessary 
and extravagant provisions, in a style of 
common comfort, and they will be most ac- 
ceptable to all who worthily receive them. 

It must be admitted, however, that it 
would be better were more care exhibited 
in the reception of delegates, and all parties 
required to present credentials from their 
respective schools, certifying to the fact of 
their connection therewith, and appoint- 
ment, before they are assigned to places of 
entertainment. In this way acertain num- 





ber of ‘‘bogus’’ delegates would be ex- 
cluded, as they of course ought to be. But 
Iam not yet prepared to agree with some 
brethren that our conventions should be 
composed wholly of prominent officers and 
teachers in the schools, sent to hotels at the 
expense of their constituents, thus doing 
away wholly with the popular character of 
the meetings. Buta small portion of the 
teachers in any of our States, after all that 
has been said of ‘‘ crowds’’ and the taxing 
of hospitality, have ever yet been seen in any 
State or district convocations. Hundreds 
of thousands have yet to feel the thrilling 
influences of these great ‘‘ camps of instruc- 
tion’’ of the Sunday-school host, and make 
the prized acquaintance of the leaders in 
the work. And no substitute has yet been 
named that can well supplant these advan- 
tages. 

We have no time for allusion to the va- 
ried advantages of a mental, spiritual, or 
social sort, inseparable from the right and 
cheerful use of the grace of Christian hospi- 
tality. That it has abuses, like any interest 
in Christian life and influence, we need not 
question. But, permeated by the spirit of 
the gospel, and consecrated to the cause of 
Christ, it may be made the source of abun- 
dant usefulness and peculiar pleasure. 

Troy, N. Y. 


a 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


WILLIAM SHERMAN POTTS. 


EAR EDITORS:— The Times has lostits 

occasional correspondentin St. Paul, and 
the Sabbath-school cause one of its most 
earnest, devoted, self-sacrificing friends. On 
a recent Sabbath afternoon, a large con- 
course of people, including the full force of 
the Sunday-school of which he was a mem- 
ber, gathered at the House of Hope Church 
to pay a last, loving tribute of respect to all 
that was mortal of our brother, W. Sher- 
man Potts. 


Mr. Potts was a son of Joseph C. Potts, 
Esq., of Trenton, N. J., a graduate of Yale 
College, for ten years a resident of this city, 
a Ruling Elder in the House of Hope, Pre- 
sident of its missionary society, an active 
member and officer of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, and for a time a 
member of the Central Committee of our 
State Sunday-School Association. As offi- 
cer or private, he was ever a working Chris- 
tian. But in the Sabbath-school, and in 
personaleffort to lead the children to Christ, 
he was most conspicuous. When his wan- 
ing strength forbade regular duties as a 
teacher, he was ever present, watching op- 
portunities to do good. He was the super- 
intendent’s unfailing friend and supporter. 
With a special spiritual message to each 
member of a class for the day unsupplied 
with ateacher, standing at the door to grasp 
each little hand and say a word for the dear 
Saviour, in personal interviews at their 
houses, in his business place, in the street, 
in all this earnest hand-to-hand work for 
Christ, we feel that he had not his superior 
in the community. We don’t know how 
to spare him. But may the dear Lord who 
taught him how to work efficiently in his 





service, teach us also to follow the example 
of his pure, devoted, loving Christian life. 
A few years ago he returned to hisold home 
in Trenton, and spent a year there as asso- 
ciate editor of a local paper, which though 
secular in its aims, he yet could not help 
filling it with contributions of a religious 
character, notices of Sunday-school litera- 
ture, etc. He was often in your city, and 
in your office, and you will remember his 
pure, beautiful, spiritual face, which im- 
pressed itself upon all who ever saw him. 
Many young hearts, triumphing in the 
hope of the gospel, remain to attest the 
power which the Spirit gave him, and they 
shall be his ‘‘crown of rejoicing in the pre- 
sence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his 
coming.”’ K. 
St. Paul, Minn. 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


A Word to Young Teachers. 
BY MARTHA FARQUHARSON. 

AVING had some years’ experience as 
a teacher of both day and Sabbath- 
schools, and particularly in the instruction 
of the little ones, I have thought I might 
perhaps be able to give a word of advice and 
encouragement to those younger in years, 
or newer at that sort of work, than myself. 

To the young infant-class teacher I would 
say, do not be discouraged because you can 
not persuade your little pupils to sit per- 
fectly still, and to give you their undivided 
attention ; they will not submit to be turned 
into statues; and I doubt if it were well 
that they should. I think the brightest 
children are not unfrequently the most 
restless; and the little ears are often drink- 
ing in all you say, even while the little 
body is fidgeting from sickness, and the eyes 
seem to be wandering all about the room. I 
have sometimes been much surprised and 
encouraged by hearing from the mother of 
some such restless pupil, over whom I had 
sighed as one not profiting by my instruc- 
tions, a remark like this, ‘‘ My little girl is 
so fond of her Sunday-school, and seems to 
remember everything you say; she always 
has so much to tell me when she comes 
home.”’ 

Still it is a great advantage tb be able to 
keep the eyes. of the children upon yourself, 
or the picture, or other object you may be 
discoursing about; and to this end you 
should endeavor to be yourself deeply in- 
terested in your subject: for otherwise how 
can you hope to interest them? 

Some teachers seem to think it necessary 
to assume a jocose style in talking to young 
children ; and that, too, when speaking on 
very solemn themes. This seems to me to be 
amistake. I think you may be solemn and 
tender where your subject calls for it, and 
thus gain and keep the attention of your 
little audience better than by turning serious 
things into a jest; and at the same time you 
will leave far better impressions. 

It is not well to go on talking after you 
have lost the attention of a large portion of 
your little hearers. Stop and turn to some- 
thing else, even if you break off in the mid- 
dle of your subject. Let them stand up 
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and sing a verse or two of some familiar 
hymn, and thus you may be able to get 
them to listen to you again. I have found 
it well to vary the exercises very much, 
never giving more than a few minutes at a 
time to any one; and also to allow the chil- 
dren frequent change of posture, and to let 
them use their hands in beating time and 
making appropriate gestures while singing 
such hyns as 
“T think when I read that sweet story of old.” 


Pardon another suggestion—that a teacher 
should always speak grammatically in ad- 
dressing his pupils. It is beyond question, 
that the first and great object of all Sabbath- 
school instruction should be to lead the 
children to Christ; yet these matters of 
minor importance ought not to be neglected ; 
and it were a pity they should learn from 
their teachers anything they will need af- 
terward to unlearn. 

aio 


THE QUESTION BOX. 





(This is your “box,” fellow teacher and worker, 
and you are invited to use it freely, in asking and 
answering any questions that bear upon the Sun- 
day-school work.] 

Questions. 

“Ts it better to confine an adult Bible- 
class to males, or to admit females also ?” 

In the recent report of the Secretary of 
the First Lutheran Sunday-school of Har- 
risburg, Pa., the following passage occurs, 
and to make sure that we are not in error, 
will you please give notice of it in The Times, 
that if we are not right, we may know it. 
The following dates are claimed: ‘‘ We be- 
lieve we are among the first, if not ¢he first, 
to have established a graded school, as in 
1836 we formed an Infant and Youth’s De- 
partment, and in 1850 an Adult or Bible 
Department. If there are any older, we 
would like to have dates through The 
Times. Our school will be fifty years old in 
September next. J. J. R. 





Answers. 
To the question on Uniform Lessons in 
the ‘‘ Box”’ week before last, I have an an- 
swer in three points: 


1. “Stiffness.” I have tried uniform 
lessons over two years, and they have no 
such effect. 


2. ‘‘Formality.”? It will depend upon 
the pastor or superintendent very much 
whether the lessons beget formalism. A 
live man at the head of the uniform lesson 
in your schools, and there will be no for- 
mality. 

8. Uniform Lessons may prevent the 
teacher from suiting his instructions to 
every phase of the spiritual needs of his 
class. But it need not. An apt teacher, 
knowing the spiritual wants of his scholars, 
can very easily vary his instruction to meet 
those wants. I have found no difficulty in 
managing the lessons to suit all. After an 
experience of more than two years, I have 
found that some of the scholars have grown 
stronger in the faith of the gospel, and 
others have been led tothe blessed Saviour, 





by the same lesson. I greatly favor uni- 
form lessons in all our Sabbath-schools. 
B. C. L. 


One of the first questions in the Box 
asks whether it would not be well to open 
the Sabbath-school library on a week-day 
evening, or evenings, and also on Saturdays. 

The writer has often asked himself the 
same question. He has no experience to 
offer in reply, but earnestly hopes that some 
one, if there be one, who has tried the plan, 
or anything approaching it, will give his 
experience through your columns. 

So far as the theory goes, I have thought 
that the opening of the library, say on Sa- 
turday afternoon for the younger scholars 
who attend the day-school, and on Saturday 
or some other evening, for older scholars, 
who are employed during the day, would 
be a good thing for the schooi and for the 
whole community. Certainly the perplex- 
ity and injury arising from handling the 
library during Sabbath hours, which is the 
subject of such loud and just complaint, 
would thus be done away. There are dis- 
advantages, to be sure, but I believe that 
the advantages would more than counter- 
balance them. There would be, for in- 
stance, the opening of the Sabbath-school 
room, some expense for tables, light, fuel, 
sexton’s attentions, wear and tear, and other 
et ceteras, perhaps. But the library fund 
should be managed so as to defray these ex- 
penses. As for sexton’s services, it would 
be easy to get volunteers from the scholars 
to open the room, and to take charge, by 
turns, of duties of this kind. 


In addition to the library proper, it might 
be well also to keep a supply of Sunday- 
school papers and religious magazines, for 
the older and younger scholars, that a quiet 
evening might be passed by those who were 
so disposed, in pleasant and profitable read- 
ing. Would not such a plan, beside culti- 
vating the social feeling, lead some young 
persons away from evil associations, and 
places of questionable propriety and of posi- 
tive harm? We think it would. N. 


——>— > 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL INTELLIGENCE. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.1 

Rushville, Illinois.—Our Sabbath-school 
(the Presbyterian) has just enjoyed its re- 
gular Christmas anniversary, and wants to 
thank you, Mr. Times, for the beautiful 
concert exercise, ‘‘ The Song of the Pilgrim- 





-age,’? which was found in your columns a 


few weeks ago. Our children rendered it 
in beautiful style. Weselected appropriate 
hymns from ‘‘ The Silver Spray,’’ and all 
enjoyed it, as well as our other anniversary 
exercises, hugely. 


Our Secretary’s report showed an average 
attendance during the year of 144. Thirty- 
two members—the Secretary, four teachers, 
and twenty-seven scholars were present 
every Sabbath during the year, and these 
twenty-seven scholars, with two others who 
had been very sick one Sabbath, each re- 
ceived a beautiful book, as a token of ap- 











preciation on the part of the superintendent 
and other members of the school. On 
eleven Sabbaths every teacher was at his 
post. These figures largely exceeded the 
record of any previous year. When the 
librarian was called on for his report, the 
doors of the book-case (the case had been 
moved to a conspicuous place in the front) 
were thrown open, and a splendid array of 
books, fresh from the booksellers’ shelves, 
was presented to the delighted eyes of the 
children. 

On the wall, in the rear of the pulpit, 
was a beautiful arch, composed of silvered 
blocks, representing the different classes 
of the school, with their names and num- 
bers; the Keystone being inscribed with 
the word ‘‘ Love,” and either base with 
‘* KNOWLEDGE”’ and ‘‘ PATIENCE.’’? Above 
the arch were evergreen letters, I. H. 
S., and on one side the words, also in 
evergreen, ‘Our Fold.’”’ On the other, 
‘‘Our Shepherd.’”’ And finally, to show 
you the interest our people take in what 
was strictly a Sabbath-school exercise from 
beginning to end, let me add that, although 
we made a charge for admission of 25 
cents for all except scholars, the house 
was crowded, many standing up the entire 
evening, and the receipts at the door were 
over sixty dollars. 


With a few words of cheer from the pas- 
tor, another hymn or two, a few earnest 
words from the superintendent, and the 
chanting by the school of the 136th Psalm, 
we separated to enter on another year of 
labor for the Master. R. H. G. 





New Jersey.—Hunterdon county holds 
its eighth Sunday-school Institute at White 
House, (on the New Jersey Central Rail- 
road), in the Reformed church, on the 19th, 
20th, and 2ist of January. <A Bible-class 
lesson will be taught. Subject: ‘‘ The Re- 
storation of the Widow’s Son.’”’ Luke 7: 
11-17. Rev. C. 8S. Conkling, County Secre- 
tary, will conduct the Institute. ‘‘ The aim 
will be to secure, in the time given, the 
greatest possible amount of instruction in 
the objects and methods of Sunday-school 
teaching and management.”’ 

Great zeal has been awakened in this 
county in the Institute movement. Insti- 
tute number six, says the Secretary, was a 
number-one meeting; and Institute num- 
ber seven was in several respects superior 
to any of its predecessors. With reason, 
therefore, they look forward to the meeting 
about to be held with high hopes of a useful, 
practical gathering. 

Middlesex county holds an Institute at 
Metuchen, on the 13th and 14th of January, 
to be conducted by C. B. Stout, Esq., County 
Secretary. 


s 





Rock County, Wisconsin.—The Sunday- 
school workers of Rock county are at least 
‘¢ revived,’’ and share in the general awak- 
ened interest mentioned in this week’s 
Times. The first Union Sunday-school 
Institute the county, as such, has ever had, 
was held in Janesville, November 17th and 
18th. In the face of a snow-storm, 150 to 
200 earnest workers was the minimum at- 
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tendance at any session. All the proceed- 
ings were spirited and spiritual. A Union 
for the county was formed, which resolved 
to hold three Institutes and a Convention 
each year. The impression left upon the 
closing meeting was, that all the children 
of Kock county must be taught and led to 
Jesus. R. 

Anniversary at Rome, N. ¥.—'‘ The Song 
of the Pilgrimage.’’—The Presbyterian Sab- 
bath-school at Rome, N. Y., is a graded 
school, having a Primary, (Infant), Inter- 
mediate, and Senior (or Bible-class) Depart- 
ments. The Intermediate occupies five 
years with the text-books prepared by Rev. 
Charles E. Knox, of Bloomfield, N. J. At 
the anniversary on the last Monday eve- 
ning of the year, Mr. Rufus Keeney, super- 
intendent, read the report, showing an in- 
creased average attendance. There are 
some 600 names on the lists of the church 
and branch schools. 

A. young lady of superior culture and mu- 
sical taste, who was present at the exercises 
as a spectator, read the following account of 
the main feature of the evening’s entertain- 
ment: [It will be remembered that this ex- 
ercise, the ‘‘ Sunday-School Oratorio,’’ was 
published in our columns afew weeks since, 
and was afterwards published by us in tract 
form. ] . 

The exercise struck me as admirable, both 
in design and execution. The pastor ex- 
plained that its design was to illustrate the 
life, trials, and triumphs of the Christian. 
The whole school, with the choir of the 
church, took part init. Atthe opening the 
entire school, headed by the choir, marched 
into the church singing, and took their 
assigned seats, the majority of the school in 
the body of the church, and about twenty 
on the platform. These latter sustained the 
principal parts, the rest of the school sing- 
ing only the choruses. 

After the procession of bright little faces 
had passed by and settled down in their 
places, the pastor announced the first part, 
‘“* The Pilgrim Alarmed.” One of the old- 
est boys in the school rose and recited most 
admirably the passage from Bunyan which 
describes the anxious, weeping pilgrim, 
with his burden on his back, crying out, 
‘* What shall I do to be saved ?” 

This was followed by short recitations 
from Scripture by one and another on 
the platform, answering each, other; and 
by an appropriate Sunday-school hymn, 
‘* What shall I doto be saved?”’ The choir 
closed the first part by singing the grand 
old hymn, 

“The day of wrath, that dreadful day.” 


A description of the first part is a descrip- 
tion of the order of the whole; and in this 
varied, pleasing manner we were carried 
through ten parts, until the whole Christian 
life was developed before us. Its direction 
into the right path, the temptations found 
therein, the difficulties, the enemies, the 
afflictions, the joys, the approaching death, 
and finally the glad entrance into the gates 
of the New Jerusalem. 

I have seen a good many Sunday-school 
exercises, but never any that struck me as 





being in such excellent taste as this one; 
there was really no opportunity for criticism 
either of the matter or the manner of the 
whole thing. The, school showed that it 
contained talent of the most excellent kind, 
and that this talent had been well and tho- 
roughly cultivated. 

In these days of intense interest in Sun- 
day-schools, when there is so much done to 
hold the children firmly to their allegiance, 
when there is so much zeal—and unhap- 
pily so much of it without knowledge— 
many thanks are due to any one who pro- 
duces a scheme that is instructive without 
being dull; complete without being tedi- 
ous; interesting to the young and the old; 
and pleasing alike to the most fastidious 
and to the simplest taste. And just these 
thanks we feel are due to the kind pastor 
who prepared for his young flock their 
‘‘ Oratorio,’’ as they call it. Thanks, which 
will be paid not only by them, but by any 
school which may use this admirable and 
appropriate scheme for a Monthly Concert 
Exercise. P. 





Essex vs. Peoria.—Essex county, New 
Jersey, in which the city of Newark is, has 
153 evangelical Sunday-schools, every one 
of which was reported to the State Associa- 
tion at its late meeting in Plainfield. This 
is a record not often presented. W. H. 
Woodruff is County Secretary, and he has 
an unusually faithful band of township 
helpers. The retiring President of the State 
Convention, and its permanent State Sec- 
retary, are both residents in this county. 

Whether it can ‘‘ accept the challenge’’ 
of Peoria county, Illinois, depends upon the 
number of district schools in each. Of 
course, in a large city like Newark, with its 
90,000 to 100,000 inhabitants, and its many 
schools, the day-schools gather a much 
larger number of pupils than the Sunday- 
schools. 





New York City.—The January monthly 
meeting of the New York Association of 
Sunday-School Teachers will be held in the 
Broadway Tabernacle, Sixth Avenue and 
Thirty-fourth street, on Mcnday evening, 
January 18th. The subject to be presented 
is, ‘‘How can our teachers be better in- 
structed in their work of Bible-teaching on 
each succeeding Sabbath?’’ The Rev. J. 
P. Thompson, D. D., and Rev. J. H. Vin- 
cent are expeeted to address the meeting. 





Loss by Fire.—Our beautiful and com- 
fortable new Sabbath-school room of the 
Bellefield Presbyterian church, (near Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania), was entirely con- 
sumed by fire about two o’clock on Sunday 
afternoon, December 20th, just about the 
school hour. It was a touching sight tosee 
teachers and scholars watching with tearful 
eye their ‘‘ holy and beautiful house burned 
up with fire.”” We had occupied it only 17 
times. Ourschool had increased from about 
110 to 223, and now, in the midst of our 
seeming prosperity, we are deprived of our 
comfortable place of worship, and fall back 
totheoldschool-house and private dwellings. 
The ‘‘old school bell’? made music with the 
crackling flames, and seemed to say to us, 





“Cast down but not destroyed.’’ So we 
gathered heart, and with what we had 
saved, arose from the disaster, and bravely 
recorded upon our banner, ‘‘ No postpone- 
menton account of jire!’’ It is the Lord, 
let him do what seemeth him good. Our 
trust is in him. D. 





Personal.—_An Explanation.—It is due to 
the personal and official character of the 
Rev. F. A. Spencer, of Syracuse, N. Y., 
State Temperance Secretary and Agent, to 
say that he has fully and honorably ex- 
plained and acquitted himself of the cen- 
sures that he seemed to our correspondent, 
and to the local press of Troy, justly to 
incur by utterances of his at the late Troy 
Sunday-school Convention and Institute. 
Mr. Spencer publishes his card in the press 
of Troy. It is good and Christian in spirit, 
and will continue its author in the confi- 
dence and regard which he has won from 
his large circle of Sunday-school friends. 





Richmond, Virginia—A Good Record.— 
A colporteur in one of the destitute counties 
of Virginia is supported by a Sabbath-school 
in New York State, under the auspices of 
the ‘‘American Tract Society.’? Theschool 
gives $300 for the purpose, and I doubt 
whether money could be better appropri- 
ated. This good brother reports that in an 
area of five hundred square miles there was 
only one school, and that but poorly at- 
tended. He organized nine Sunday-schools 
in the county last spring and summer, and 
has kept them in successful operation up to 
this time, with an average attendance of 70 
scholars to each school, making over 600 
children brought regularly under the influ- 
ence of religious instruction. These schools 
were furnished with books by the American 
Tract and Bible Societies, and many in 
them have learned to read God’s Word, who 
in all probability would never otherwise 
have learned to read. And better still, he 
reports that many of the scholars have 
made profession of faith in Christ, and 
joined the church. He reports 48 conver- 
sions during the summer and fall, under 
his immediate ministry and labors, besides 
a much larger number converted in meet- 
ings held by other ministers, in which he 
assisted. He aided seven other schools that 
were organized by others, (no doubt stimu- 
lated in some degree by his example), with 
books furnished by the two Societies men- 
tioned. Interesting incidents connected 
with this good brother’s work might be 
given, but the relation of these facts will 
perhaps be sufficient to stimulate other 
Sunday-schools to imitate the good exam- 
ple set them by this New York school, and 
thus enable this and kindred Societies to 
send out many more such men to the desti- 
tute sections of our beloved country. W. 





Sunday-Schools in Germany.—About 
eight years ago, Mr. Woodruff, a merchant 
of Brooklyn, with the aid of a retired Bre- 
men merchant, established a Sunday-school 
at Bremen. As the result of influences thus 
set in motion, ‘‘since 1861, 85 schools have 
been established in Germany and German 
Switzerland. Here is the net result. In 
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Germany 66 schools, with nine hundred 
and eighty-one teachers and 11,299 scho- 
lars; in German Switzerland, 19 schools, 
with 222 teachers, and 2,353 scholars. Such 
were the figures at the beginning of last 
year. As the schools have been prosperous 
of late, these statistics inadequately repre- 
sent their present numbers. This Sunday- 
school movement is continually gathering 
strength as it moves on. Ardent friends 
are here and there springing up.—Dr. An- 
derson in The Watchman and Reflector. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES 
WEEKLY LESSON." 


LESSON No. 4. 
(For Sunday, January 24, 1869.) 
The Mountain Feast—Four Thousand Fed. 


Marr. 15: 32-39. MARK 8: 1-9. 


EXPOSITION. 

Verse 32. Then, when? V. 29; during the three 
days’ stay upon the mountain. The scene ofthe mira- 
cle was one of the high hills upon the eastern shore 
of the Sea of Galilee, which form the supporting 
wall of the table-land of Bashan. These rise to the 
height of from two to three thousand feet, are steep, 
but flat upon the top. Called, why? as the future 
“witnesses ”’ to the world of such acts, their atten- 
tion was regularly fixed; their co-operation was 
sought and would be used intelligently; therefore 
he gives reasons (how many?) for the work he 
thought to do. And he*would satisfy them that the 
use of divine power was fully justified. There is 
this same regard for fitness in all Christ’s miracles; 
they were not arbitrary exercises of power. I have 
compassion, the key to all Christ’s life and works, 
He had been showing his compassion for three days 
by healing the diseased. He here asserts it as a 
reason for further benefits. They continue with Me ; 
they had bivouacked upon the mountain; their tents 
were pitched in groups around; an animated and 
picturesque scene. These people were well used 
to such open air life. Some of them may have 
been of the wandering tribes who still yearly visit 
this region, for the sake of the rich pasturage of the 
Jaulan, about the beginning of May, the probable 
period of this event. at; their food was very 
simple, chiefly wheat or barley cakes; they were 
used to preparing “daily their daily bread,” and 
rarely had any very great provision made for 
emergencies, especially now, as they came in haste, 
and tarried longer than expected, they would have 
nothing. Iwill not. I do not wish; “ Not willing that 
any should perish.” Fasting, unfed, hungry. Faint; 
become weary, exhausted. In the way, to theirown 
place of abode, which in some cases was distant; 
Mark. There were no hotels, as with us, furnishing 
all necessities. The wayside accommodations rarely 
went further than lodgings simply, travellers carry- 
ing, as they now do, their own provisions. All 
these details of the people’s condition and wants 
were considered by the Great Master. 

33. Say unto Him. They freely inquired and 
reasoned; but afterward obeyed. Whence, from 
what place; a proper question commonly; their 
thoughts turned to human agencies to execute 
Christ’s will; but in thinking hastily of the place 
and way, why forget the Source? Should we; in- 
cluding the Master; “ How is one able?” says Mark; 
or, they expressed their own lack of power as ser- 
vants to gratify his wish. Much bread, many loaves; 
referring to the common supply for the Lord and 
his college. Wilderness, uninbabited spot; but the 
hills on the sea shore were bare, “Even if we could 
get the grain how prepare it?” Jill, satisfy. 

34. How many? counter question; they ask of 
Jesus, but He also asks of them; and asks for them 
all, Leaves; round, flat, about an inch thick and 
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six inches across; they were crisp, like biscuit, 
hence easily broken. Have ye, He asks tor their 
own supply; they had not thought of that. Seven— 
and, &c., He only asked for loaves, but they return 
account of all their little stock; contrast Ananias 
and Sapphira, Acts,5: 1, 2. Fishes, fresh from the 
sea, where were plenty; or dried, and used with the 
bread asa relish. This was a small supply for thir- 
teen men. 

35. Sit down, recline; that is, He told them to 
take the usual position of persons about to eat; 
as we would say to be seated at table. It was a test 
of their faith; ‘Why should we sit; there is nothing 
to eat?” It was also decent, orderly and convenient 
that they should observe the usual forms. 

36. Gave thanks, (Euchar.stesas) the expression 
is similar, and in part the same as in the 
Lord’s supper, Luke, 22: 19. This seems to have 
been Christ’s custom before eating. Mark speaks 
of blessing (eulogesas) the fishes separately. For 
blessing meals among the Jews, see 1 Sam. 9: 
13; Deut. 8: 10, The custom prevailed, and still 
prevails, in the East. The present manner 
among the Egyptians is a fair sample of all. 
Each person before he begins to eat says: “In 
the name of God!” this in a low, audible voice, 
and by the master of the house first. It is 
considered both a grace, and invitation to any 
present. If any one so addressed do not partake he 
must say: “May it be productive of enjoyment!” 
or like words; else it is thought the evil eye has 
been cast upon the food, and “there is no blessing.’’ 
Each person as soon as he has finished eating, says: 
“Praise be to God!” or adds, “the Lord of the beings 
of the whole world;” and gets up, without waiting 
for others. Gave to disciples ; returned to them with 
His blessing; but only to give out to the needy. 
From Mark it would seem that the bread was first 
distributed. Disciples to multitude, a great crowd for 
twelve men to wait upon; but there was probably, 
as when the five thousand were fed, some order by 
which this could readily be done. 


37. Did all eat; not a partial feast; filled, not a 
mere pretence; but a genuine, hearty meal. Broken 
meat; broken pieces, which Christ had broken and 
given out. How wonderfully they had multiplied, 
those broken bits; they filled the multitude and 
then the seven baskets with the remnant! Baskets, 
(spyrides); the same as that in which Paul escaped, 
Acts, 9: 25; the number corresponded to the loaves; 
in case of the five thousand, with the disciples. The 
basket then used was different, the cophinus, pro- 
bably smaller. Full, the reward of those cheerful 
givers. 

38. Men, they would greatly exceed the number 
of women and children under these circumstances. 
Children. And the children too were fed! Yes, 
and by Apostles! 

39. Sent away. For they were loath to leave. The 
multitude, their friends healed, their souls instructed 
and purified, their bodies fed. Soaswe rise to leave 
our classes and schools may we dismiss the flocks 
of little ones who wait upon our lips—/ully satisfied ! 


ANALYSIS. 
I. THE COMPASSIONATE LORD. 

Facts.—Calls his disciples; declares his Pity, and 
the grounds of it; (1.) the destitution of the people; 
(2.)the cause for which they came and tarried; (3.) 
the length of their stay. Declares his Purpose or 
wish to relieve their hunger, and the reasons 
for it; (a,) they had far to go, (0.) and might faint on 
the way. 

Thoughts.—The friends of Christ are made part- 
ners of his compassionate plans..... Disciples, 
Teachers, Jesus calls you to Him to learn pity for 
fainting souls..... Boundless compassion of Jesus 
The infinite 
thought and care of Jesus considers all our wants; 
our store of food, our homes, the roughness of our 
way, our weakness. The smallest need of the 
smallest child may be brought to Him, for He will 
notice; nay, He knows. Did not Jesus think of the 
little children, too? for they were in the multitude, 
...- Are you hungry,or distressed? Christ pities 
you..... “He knoweth ourframe.” Ps. 108: 14. 


II. THE MINISTERING DISCIPLES. 
Facts.—They state the difficulties; (1.) the wilder- 
ness; (2.) the multitude; they gave up all their store 
to Jesus; they distributed to the crowd; they took 
up the fragments. 
Thoughts.—Do not say “whence?” while Christ 











is before you bidding you do his will; yet 
ever say “‘whence®” for Christ’s will is to be 
done by your hands, with your means..... 
Noble sacrifice, they gave up their scant store 
without a murmur. Lord, may we as cheerfully 
give Thee our all! . ... When Jesus bids, 
even Apostles serve tables. .... Economy, saving 
fragments (of time, and money, and labor, and 
supplies) is truly apostolic. Dare we waste the 
bread which Christ gives? .... The fragments of 
your feast will be bounty to many..... A mis- 
sionary box isagood “basket” for a child to gather 
“fragments” in; will you not try it this year? . 
Their seven loaves came back to them seven baskets 
full! Read Prov., 11: 24, 25, 


III. THE MEAL—THE MULTIPLIED LOAVES. 


Facts.—The people sat at Christ’s bidding; the 
Lord blessed the bread; broke and gave to disciples; 
they to the people; the pieces multiplied to satisfy 
all, and to fill seven baskets. 

Thoughts.—How often God tries our faith in the 
prayer, “Give us this day our daily bread!” ... , 
Never fail to give thanks for food before eating; if 
not audibly, silently. .... Supping with our Lord; 
Christ at the head of the table; the ministering 
apostles, andthe multitude of guests. So, He who 
isthe Bread of Heaven, daily gives spiritual meat 
and drink to his own family..... How plainly the 
divine power of Christ is hereshown! “It was not 
acreation out of nothing, but an act of creative ac- 
cretion, the bread growing and multiplying.” —Alez- 
ander. Yetso are all the God-wrought processes of 
nature; from the seed, spear, stock, head, come the 
grains multiplied “thirty, sixty,a HUNDRED FOLD.”’ 
Man’s hand gathers the grain, and forms it into the 
loaf, which the “Wonderful Numberer”’ again re- 
ceives, and by his will multiplies a thousand fold! 
We can no moreexplain one work than the other; 
and each confesses the Hand of God. So, too, the 
tiny egg becomes the little fish, whose spawn mul- 
tiplies its species very many fold. It becomes the 
object of the Master’s power, and the multiplying 
process simply goes on! In each case the common 
object is the supply of needy man’s daily wants; 
and the common power the energy of Him with- 
out whom “ was not anything made that was made,” 
Yea, “all things were made by Him.” John1: 3 


IV. THE MANY WITNESSES. 

Facts.—They remained hearing Christ until food 
was gone; they were fed and filled; four thousand, 
and women and children ; were sent away. 

Thoughts.—Better that the body should fast than 
the soul. .... Three days with Jesus; Forever with 
Jesus! John 14:3, .... What a “great cloud of 
witnesses”? to the love and power of Jesus. Ought 
they to have spread his glory? Yet weall are daily 
fed by Him..... “The young lions do lack and suffer 
hunger; but they that seek the Lord shall not want 
any good thing.” Ps., 34: 10,..... Were there any 
who sat at that Mountain Feast, who went away 
to forget Jesus, and be lost? .... Fellow teachers, 
some are to give the Bread of heaven to men and 
women; but we to the children. Oh, that we may 
ever bear it to them, fresh from the Hand of our 
Lord! 


SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Read Old Testament Lesson, Exodus, 16: The 
manna sent. Elijah and the ravens; and the 
widow’s barrel of meal and cruse of oil, 1 Kings, 17: 
1-17. Elisha and the widow whose sons were to be 
sold; the pot of oil, 2 Kings 4: 1-8. The wine at 
Cana, John, 2: 1-12. 49> The illustrations in this 
department may be used freely, with the simple 
facts of the Lesson, in the Infant-school; thus pre- 
serving uniformity. 


BLACKBOARD. 





‘6 T have compassion.”’ 
took did all eat 
= thanks were filled 
yey tookup..? 


gave 


THEY 
were 4...? 
pas> “* In the beginning 
GOD created!” 
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTICES. 


Please consult this column every week. 








Vest-Pocket Dictionary.—One of the 
neatest and most valuable diminutive books 
that we have ever seen. This little dic- 
tionary, although so small, being but three 
inches long, two anda quarter inches wide, 
and three-quarters of an inch thick, contains 
more than 22,000 words, with their defini- 
tions. In its preparation all familiar words 
have been omitted, and those only on 
which the general reader desires informa- 
tion are given in its563 closely printed pages. 
Testimonials in regard to its value may be 
seen by reference to our advertising co- 
lumns. Price, 75 cents. We will mail a 
copy, post-paid, to any one of our readers 
who will send us two new subscribers to 
the Times, with the name and _ post-office 
address of each one. 

Mimpriss’s Gospel Treasury.—To any 
teacher who is engaged in the study of the 
New Testament, this Harmony of the Four 
Evangelists will prove a mine of almost in- 
exhaustible information on that portion of 
the Bible to which it is especially devoted. 
Tt has been aptly called a ‘‘ Condensed Com- 
mentary of Commentaries.’”’ Any teacher 
may obtain a copy by getting up a Club of 
subscribers to the Times, in accordance with 
the conditions mentioned in our Descriptive 
List of Premiums. Price of the work $3.50, 
by mail $3.74. 








For The Sunday-School Times, 


BARBARA ST. JOHN 


By THE AUTHOR OF “ISA GREAME’S WORLD.” 








CHAPTER XXX. 
HE next day, after her recovery to con- 
sciousness, Barbie said slowly and pain- 
fully: 

‘Kathie, I want to tell you all about that 
dreadful night of the fire. I think of itso 
much,’’ and she told with vivid distinct- 
ness, all she had thought, and felt, and 
suffered then. ‘‘Oh, I so longed to live 
when I thought I must die; life seemed so 
precious, so dear, and now it seems scarcely 
worth the living,’’? and the tears coursed 
slowly down her pale cheeks,—‘‘ if it were 
not so terrible to die.”’ 

‘‘This is such atime,’’ she added, smiling 
sadly, ‘‘as Byron wrote of when 

“«____ the wrecked heart lies cold 
While heaviness collects the shattered spoils, 

It is not in the storm, nor in the strife 

We feel benumbed, and wish to be no more, 
But in the aftersilence on the shore, 

When all is lost, except a little life!” 

She repeated the words in such a sad, 
dreary tone that Katherine’s tears fell fast. 
Oh how she longed to take the poor girl in 
her arms and bring her to the Saviour. 

“You are tired, dear Barbie, Iam afraid 
you have talked too much; let meshake up 





{*Entered according to Act of Congres, in the year 
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your pillow, so; now let me sing you to 
sleep.’’? It was long since she had heard 
Katherine’s twilight hymn, and she closed 
her eyes, and laid her head back against 
the pillows, while Katherine sang Kirke 
White’s sweet Star of Bethlehem; and 
then, after a moment’s pause, the hymn 
which had been always one of her choicest 
favorites: 


Though in a foreign land, 
We are not far from home, 
And nearer to our home above, 
We every moment come, 


His grace will to the end, 
Stronger and brighter shine, 

Nor present things, nor things to come 
Shall quench the love divine.” 


When she sang the words: 


“ His loving kindness shall break through 

The midnight of the soul,” 
she heard a low sob, but sang on to the end. 
When she had finished, Barbie raised her 
face, wet with tears, exclaiming: 

“Oh, if you could only show me your 
Saviour, Kathie!” 

Katherine leaned over her, and talked 
with her until she knew she sadly needed 
rest. And many times the next day the 
subject was resumed. 

‘* You tell me to believe and it will be so— 
I shall be accepted in Christ,’”’ she said 
wearily. ‘‘How can I believe—how can I 
love, or feel his love? Forgive me, Kathie 
darling, but it seems to me just a habit of 
thought—an imagination ; and I cannot will 
it so.” 

Katherine had ever presented Christ as he 
came to her heart, knocking gently, smiling 
upon her through the lattice, while she 
hastened to undo the fastenings, and nestle 
in his embrace; but it was not such a 
Saviour which could reach Barbie’s case, 
for the door was iron-barred. 

Mr. Foster called for a moment in the 
afternoon, and Katherine went to him in her 
difficulty, begging him to talk with Barbie. 

‘‘ What have you said to her?’ he asked, 
and Katherine told him of their conversa- 
tions. Mr. Foster listened thoughtfully, 
butsaid nothing. He knew Barbie’s history, 
much of it from Mr. Stuart, who was very 
proud and fond of her; and also from his 
own observation, for he had long had a 
pleasant acquaintance with her. 

She received him kindly, and when he 
led the way to religious conversation, he 
found her no longer haughty and reserved, 
but confused and bewildered; she was try- 
ing to climb the ladder of faith, toward 
heaven, and the end was clear and fair to 
view, but it was not firmly planted, and she 
only tottered, and made no progress. 


‘‘My dear Miss St. John, will you let me 
tell you a story?” he said tenderly. ‘‘ You 
have read of the idol of Juggernaut, whose 
ruthless car crushed thousands of victims? 
It seems a hideous and fearful worship, does 
it not? But I have known more than one 
who have spent their lives and souls in just 
such idol-worship. It may be wealth, or 
some unholy passion, or an idolatrous crea- 
ture-love which they place in the relentless 
car. Once, I know,’’ he went on in alow 





tone, ‘it was Ambition, and the poor de- 
votee laid her youth and strength under the 
remorseless wheels, and smiled to see her 
god accept the sacrifice. God the Father 
claimed from her that which he had lent,. 
with the increase, but she stopped her ears, 
and held it only for her idol; God the Spirit 
whispered in her heart, through the myriad 
voices of the soul, and of nature, through 
the voices of friends, and in thg ways of 
Providence; and God the blessed Saviour, 
from the weary humanity which he laid 
down heaven’s glory to put on, for us, and 
from the cross where he sealed the atone- 
ment with his life-blood, all pleaded with 
her. But she heard,—she would hear—only 
the music of the wheels which drove steadily 
forward. Yet God spared her life.””’ Bar- 
bie’s face was buried in her hands. ‘‘ How 
many wayside flowers, whose fragrance 
might have refreshed the weary heart, were 
crushed in its path, I donot know; norhow 
many sweet strains which might have 
soothed her troubled spirit, and wakened 
life-harmonies were drowned in the grating 
of its onward march; she may have even 
lured others to bow with her in this mad 
worship. But for all these things God will 
call his poor creature to account.’”’ Barbie 
shivered and sobbed convulsively. Mr. 
Foster drew nearer, and laid his hand 
tenderly upon her head. ‘‘ He, by his pro- 
vidence, has stayed the wheels, my child, 
and turned your infatuated gaze for a time 
from your idol ; itis ahard struggle; I know 
it all; what you want is a Saviour from 
yourself,—from your old, proud, deceitful 
heart.’”? Barbie looked up with such a wild 
eagerness that he was almost startled. 
‘*Cry to him for it—come and learn how 
freely Jesus can give and forgive. You have 
sinned, your poor heart has been stubborn 
and rebellious, but ‘ we love him because he 
first loved us;’ and he wil] hear the faintest 
cry. Cast out the idol and enthrone a pure 
and holy God in your heart of hearts.” 

With her hand clasped in his, the faithful 
minister kneeled at her side, and spread all 
her needs before the Lord as if her heart 
had been open before him; and rising, he 
repeated softly, ‘‘Come unto me all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest,’’ and a few other kindred passages, 
and left her alone. 

Far into the night she laid awake and 
thought; but what a new light stole into her 
heart! She had been trying to take up “ the 
cross without the Christ,’”’? and poor child, 
she had found it quite beyond her feeble 
strength. Now, how light it grew! She 
had tried to pray many times since she had 
been sick, and forced herself to the exercise; 
but now she could not help it—there was 
such a new and sweet sympathy between 
her heart and this precious Saviour—she 


‘ had so much to tell him, and he whispered 


such sweet replies. 

Even Katherine was almost surprised 
with the fulness of her joyful confidence, 
and the warm-hearted trust with which she 
cast herself upon her Lord. One day she 
had been reading aloud to her the 8th 
chapter of Romans: ‘Oh, Kathie!” she 
exclaimed, with eyes shining through her 
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tears, “‘you lose half the preciousness 
of this blessed ‘adoption;’ you can never 
know what it is to one ‘without kith or 
‘kin,’ to be adopted into the King’s family, 
or to one whose whole ‘life ‘has been a 
struggle with care, to feel -careful for 
nothing.” 

One of Barbie’s first efforts had been to 
secure the return of her MS, stating, briefly, 
that hav@g reconsidered the matter, she 
had decided not to publish it in its present 
form. 

‘* Are you not going to publish it then?” 
asked Katherine in surprise. 

‘*Not this; there are many passages in 
it which I shall use'in other works perhaps, 
for I shall not lay aside my pen, and you 
know one cannot afford to be wasteful of 
one’s ideas,” she said, smiling brightly. 
**'You shall read it if you like, before we 
‘lay it upon the shelf;’ it will employ some 
of these long mornings.”’ 

Katherine read it with absorbed interest. 

‘* Are-you quite sure that you will not be 
sorry for your decision concerning the MS?”’ 
Katherine asked, almost regretfully, the 
next time she saw Barbie; ‘‘ and it would 
‘pring you so large a sum.’’ 

‘Barbie looked up with beaming eyes. 

‘““Then let me break it, dear Kathie, and 
“scatter it at my Saviour’s feet.”’ 

Barbie recovered rapidly now, and the 
‘dark eyes never shone more brightly, nor 
the joyous laugh rang more clearly. A new 
and deeper tint was thrown into all her life, 
tinging every thought, every aspiration, and 
consecrating every energy. She was eager 
to be again among her pupils at the semi- 
nary, and with her boys at the mission 
school. What life and warmth she would 
put into the cold model she had been hold- 
ing before them! How earnestly she would 
tell them of the Messiah she had found! 

a me 
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CYCLOPZDIA OF BIBLICAL, THEOLOGICAL, AND 
ECCLESIASTICAL LITERATURE. By Rev. John Mc- 
Clintock, D. D., and James Strong,8.T. D. Vol. 2. 
Harper & Brothers. We noticed this work at some 
length on the occasion of the appearance of the first 
volume, but are happy to renew our commenda- 
tions. The work, as will be perceived from the 
title, is very comprehensive in its character. It 
comprehends in fact four distinct works, works at 
least which have usually been kept distinct, though 
they so run into each other that they may very 
properly be treated together, as they are here. 
These are a Bible Dictionary, a Dictionary of Bibli- 
cal Literature, a Theological Dictionary, and an 
Ecclesiastical Dictionary. The religious student, 
whether a pastor, or a Sunday-school teacher, needs 
information on points connected with each of these 
departments, and it is much easier to have them 
all embraced in one general work of reference, 
than to have to refer to four different works. A 
student, or a teacher, who has McClintock and 
Strong’s Cyclopedia, Lange’s Commentary, and 
Webster’s Unabridged, has a library. The editor 
announces that the work is already substantially 
complete, so that the remaining volumes will be 
issued in rapid succession. The announcement is 
most welcome, for no one who has made the ac- 
quaintance of the first two volumes; but will be im- 
patient for the appearance of those which remain, 

RELIGION AND THE REIGN OF TERROR. 12mo, pp. 
416. By Edmond de Pressense, Translated by Rev. 
_J. P. Lacroix. New York: Carlton & Lanahan. We 
have in this handsome volume a deeply interesting 
review of that most interesting period in modern 
history, the French Revolution. The particular 








phase of the subject which the author takes up and 
handles with such exhaustive fullness and masterly 
skill, is the condition of the church, and of religious 
life, during that stormy era, The origin, causes and 
results of the Revolution, the reasons for its failure, 
its perversion from original aims and principles, 
together with sketches of the prominent characters 
who figured in it, are given with bold truthfulness 
and force, and will contribute to keep alive the 
sentiments of religious and civil liberty in France, 
and among lovers of republican principles and in- 
stitutions everywhere. The celebrated author has 
written the best Church History of France in the 
French language, and is looked upon by the French 
evangelical clergy as the foremost of modern cham- 
pions of Christianity. The present work has only 
recently been brought out in Paris, and the excel- 
lent translation of it, which is not literal but an 
abridgement, preserves the spirit and intent of the 
whole, and will take its place at once as a valuable 
contribution to ecclesiastical history. 

SEARCH AFTER TRUTH. By George W. Egleston. 
New York: G. P. Putnam & Son. Mr. Egleston de- 
scribes his volume as being the fruit of his own 
studies as a young man, and he addresses it accord- 
ingly to young men, especially to those who are 
banded together in the Young Men’s Christian 
Associations of the United States and the British 
Provinces. It is divided into two parts, the first in 
six chapters on Christian Faith, and the second in 
seven chapters on the Christian Life and Reward. 
Mr. Egleston does not write in the ambitious strain 
too common in such enterprises, but ina sober and 
chastened mood, as if under the pervading influ- 
ence of his general motto, “Search after Truth.” 
His aim evidently is, not to produce brilliant effects, 
but to find out and to state what is true. He draws 
freely from standard writers, and arranges his mat- 
ter in asystematic and orderly manner, like one 
accustomed to method. Suchaseries of studies as 
these cannot fail to beuseful both as an intellectual 
and a religious discipline to any young man en- 
gaged in business pursuits. 

SILVER THREADS. 12mo, pp. 876. By Harriet 
B. McKeever. Philadelphia: Clazton, Remsen & 
Haffelfinger. This is one of Miss McKeever’s charac- 
teristically good stories; full of incident, and of ex- 
cellent teachings interwoven through them all. 
One of the merits of the author is her close cling- 
ing to the aim, text, or purpose she has in view. 
The present story is founded, in the main incident, 
on fact. It shows howachild, cast among strangers 
by ashipwreck, becomes a ministering spirit, weav- 
ing her “silver” (we should say golden) “ threads” 
of love and faith and hopein the families of the 
humble fishermen around her, and afterward in 
her own home to which she is eventually restored. 
It isa truly beautiful story, especially suited for 
Episcopalian readers, and for that matter, for all, 
who for the sake of its purely evangelical teachings 
will pardon a naturally expressed love for the 
Prayer-Book as a manual of religious worship. 

THE, COTTAGE BY THE LAKE. Philadelphia: 
Iutheran Board of Publication. Translated from 
the German by Miss R. H. Schively. This is one of 
those beautiful stories of home-life with which the 
religious literature of Fatherland abounds. The 
reader will find ita tale of rare interest, teaching 
implicit trust in the providence of God. The Eng- 
lish is so thoroughly idiomatic that no one would 
suspect it to bea translation but for the acknow- 
ledgment on the title-page. We* recommend the 
book as a good one for the Sunday-school library. 

HELPS FOR WORKERS. Under this title Mr. W. H. 
Sutton, of Jersey City, N. J., has prepared a little 
tract asa guide to Sunday-school superintendents 
and teachers in the selection of books and helps, He 
arranges these helps in different “sorts” which he 
calls “ tool-chests,” the price of each chest varying 
to suit the pocket ability of different purchasers, 
The tract will be sent to any one who will enclose a 
stamp for postage. 

PUTNAM’S MAGAZINE for January, without being 
sensational, is remarkably fresh and vigorous in its 
tone. The articles are about live issues of the day, 
and one rarely begins an article without being 
drawn on to its conclusion. Among the many 
magazines now competing for public favor, there is 
none that we should be so loath to spare from our 
table. New York: G. P. Putnam & Son. $4. 

THE LITTLE CHIEF. Indianapolis, Ind.: Short- 
ridge& Alden. This neat little monthly is intended 
especially for the school-room and home-circle, In 












size it isa sixteen page octavo. The January num- 
ber before us contains very entertaining reading 
for boys and girls, in whose interest the magazine 
is published, 

THE SABBATH AT HoME. January, 1869. Boston: 
American Tract Society. It always gives us undis- 
guised pleasure to refer to this good magazine. We 
do not see how it can fail to please and profit all 
who love a pure, spiritual, attractive Christian 
literature. $2a year. 

Hours AT Home. January. New York: Charles 
Scribner & Co. Ministers, students, and Christian 
men and women of culture always find something 
in this magazine to interest and gratify them. It 
does not descend to the profoundness of the Re- 
views, but treats ina relieved and refreshing style 
questions in mental and moral philosophy and 
theology, witha sprinkling of pleasant fiction. $a 
year. 

ONCE A Month. January, 1869. Philadelphia: 
T. 8S. Arthur & Sons. A new claimant for public 
favor. The style is unique,—a 16mo in size, 96 pp., 
and beautifully clear in type and press-work. The 
contents are both American and English, and make 
interesting readable matter of the lighter sort. Mr. 
Arthur’s reputation as a caterer of household read- 
ing will be a guarantee of the excellence of his new 
undertaking. $2a year, 

PLYMOUTH PULPIT. Nos. 14,15and 16. New York: 
J. B. Ford & Co. The subject of No. 16 is “ Malign 
Spiritual Influences.” Volume I. is becoming quite 
sizeable, and is all the way through readable. $8 
a@ year. 

ZELL’S POPULAR ENCYCLOPZDIA, AND UNIVER- 
SAL DICTIONARY. Parts 2and3. Philadelphia: 7. 
Ellwood Zell. Large quarto, illustrated. Single num- 
bers 10 cents. 








na EVERY SUBSCRIBER “wa 


Desiring to file The Sunday-School Times should 
get one of the new, neat and substantial patent 
Binders, It will last from year toyear. Price $1; 
by mail, $1.20. 


THE LESSON LIST FOR 1869, 


All schools intending to take up the course of 
Lessons that are to appear in our columns this year, 
would do well to provide their entire membership 
with 

The Sunday-School Times Lesson List for 1869, 
which can be obtained at 25 cents per hundred 
copies, post-paid, by addressing the Publishers of 
this paper, 


THE CHRISTIAN BANNER 


Is a paper for the people and for Christian workers. 
IT Is OUR AIM 


To Publish the Gospel—the good news of salvation 
by Jesus Christ. 

To show by authentic narratives how lost sinners 
find their Saviour. 

To stimulate Christians to seek the lost, and guide 
them to Jesus. 

To enforce the requirements of Christian morality 
without fear or favor. 

To give such religious intelligence as will indicate 
the progress of Christ’s kingdom. 

To furnish a religious newspaper for the family so 
cheap that everybody can take it. 

Terms—Single copy 35 cents; 5 copies $1; 20 copies 
$3.50; 40 copies $6. 

The “ CHILD AT HOME,” we endeavor to make 
the BEST periodical in the country for children; 
and believe it unsurpassed, either in beauty of de- 
sign or adptation to the spiritual wants of the young, 
by any Sabbath-school Pg et now issued. 

Terms—single copies cents; six copies $1; fifty 
copies $7.50; 100 copies $12. 

The “CHILD AT HOME,” in colors, is the only 

aper of the kind printed in this country. It is printed 

n several brilliant colors, and is very attractive 
and when bound in a volume it makes a beautiful 
Picture Album. 

Terms—for less than ten copies fifty cents each ; 
for ten or more, forty cents each. 

Any person subscribing for twelve sopies, with $6, 
may receive the “ Sabbath at Home” free. 

These periodicvls are evangelical and strictly un- 
denominational. 

We make a special appeal to pastors, deacons, and 
Superintendents of Sabbath-schools, Will you not 
see that the parish is thoroughly canvassed. 

Specimen copies sent free. Nowis the time to 
subscribe. 

Published monthly by the American Tract So- 
ciety, 164 Tremont Street, Boston. 
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THE SABBATH-SCHOOL NEW BOOKS GEIST’S ADHESIVE LABELS. 
EMPORIUM, ISSUED BY THE 1 to 300, . . 2101 to 2400, 
. : — 301 to 600, 2401 to 2700, 
No. 608 ARCH STREET, Presbyterian Board of Publication, | 4: 1. 000, bam 
PHILADELPHIA. 821 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 901 to 1200, 8001 to 3300, 
— i " 1201 to 1500, 8301 to 3600, 

All the material and appliances needed in the TWENTY JUVENILE PICTURE BOOKS, 

proper management of schools of any denomina- With colored covers. Beautifully Illustrated, Put a cap eh rae te 
tion, including in Packages of Ten each, ina wrapper. Price 1801 to 2100, 8901 to 4100. 


“THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES,” 


LIBRARY BOOKS, 
HELPS FOR TEACHERS, 
SUPERINTENDENTS’ RECORDS, 
BIBLE DICTIONARIES, 
COMMENTARIES, 
LIBRARIANS’ REGISTERS, 
TEACHERS’ CLASS-BOOKS, 
ILLUSTRATED PAPERS, 
QUESTION BOOKS, 
BIBLE MAPS, 
MUSIC BOOKS, 
BLACKBOARDS, 
REWARD CARDS, 
TESTAMENTS, 
CERTIFICATES. 
BIBLES, MEDALS, &c., &c. 
Catalogues and sample copies of our papers /ree, 
on application, All friends of the cause are cor- 
dially invited to visit us. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 


No. 608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


ILLUSTRATED PAPERS. 


SEND FOR SAMPLES 








OF THE FOLLOWING 


BEAUTIFUL MONTHLIES FOR THE LITTLE FOLKS: 


THE YOUTH’S TEMPERANCE BANNER, 
THE CHILD AT HOME, 
THE CHILD’S PAPER, 
THE CHILD’S WORLD. 


By using either one or all of these papers, we can 
supply a school, one, two, three, or four times a 
month, 

Neither of the papers is of a denominational 
character, and therefore they are acceptable to any 
Sunday-school. 

* To accommodate schools that do not wish to make 
a yearly payment in advance, subscriptions will be 
received by us for six months, at half the annual 
rates. Specimens, with terms, sent post paid, on 
receipt ofa stamp, and subscriptions received by the 


PUBLISHERS OF 


The Sunday-School Times, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


TEACHER’S LIBRARY SLATE. 
Price, $1.20 Per Dozen. 








This is a very convenient arrangement for the use 
of the Sabbath-school teacher. It is intended for 
keeping a record of the books which have been 
selected by the class. After a choice has been made 
the librarian takes the slate, returning it to the class 
with the books which have been chosen. In every 
school where a catalogue is used for making selec- 
tions from the library, this slate will be found to be 
the nicest arrangement yet introduced. 

The article cannot besent by mail, except at letter 
rates of postage. Sample in this way for 20 cents. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





u 
$2.50 per set; 25 cents singly. They will be sure 
to please the Children, 
GOLDEN HILLS; 
A Tale of the Irish Famine. 
16mo. With Twelve pte Bevelled Cloth. 





a 


Trice $1.25. 





ROS A. 
By MADAME E. DE PRESSENSE. 
Translated from the French for the Board, 16mo., 





866 pages. Four Illustrations, Price $1, 
‘ JUVENILES. 
ALL ILLUSTRATED. 
** Trasule,” - - - - - 60 cés. 
“ Footsteps in the Light,” - = 50cts. 
“Cousin Amy,” - - - =» 60 cts. 
“* Teli the Truth,”  - - = = 60 cts. 
“* Edith’s Two Account Books,” - 60 cts. 
‘* The Prisoners,” == - - «= 75-cts. 
“* Margaret Lawrence,” - = 60 cts. 
“* Little Street-Sweeper,” - = 45 cts. 
** Marble Clarke,” Be oe SI ey 60 cts. 
“ Brave Heart,” - © = = 60 cés. 





BOOKS IN BOXES. 
STORIES FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 


Ten Books in Box, $3. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER SERIES. 


Six Books in Box, $2, 


THE UNCLE ALICK SERIES. 


Six Books in Box, $3. 


GRANDMA’S POCKET SERIES. 


Seven Books in Box, $2.25. 


MUSIC ‘BOOKS 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


Arrangements have been made with the different 
Publishers by which we are enabled to furnish, at 
their prices, in large or small quantities, the follow- 
ing Music Books: 


THE SILVER SPRAY, 
SABBATH CAROLS, 
FRESH LAURELS, 
SINGING PILGRIM, 
CHAPEL MELODIES, 

TEMPERANCE CHIMES, 

GOLDEN PROMISE, 

THE CASKET, 








SUNDA Y-SCHOOL BANNER, 
SABBATH-SCHOOL BELL, 
NEW GOLDEN CHAIN, 
NEW GOLDEN TRIO, 
CHILDREN’S PRAISE, 
SILVER FOUNTAIN, 
MUSICAL LEAVES, 
HAPPY VOICES, 
SABBATH-SCHOOL HOSANNA, 
PILGRIM AND LEAVES, 
NEW GOLDEN SHOWER, 
SABBATH CHIMES, 
GOLDEN CENSER, 
SWEET SINGER, 
THE DIADEM, 
CLARIONA., 
J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 











These superior labels for libraries are printed on 
tough and durable paper, and are rendered adhesive 
by a substance which forms a union better than 
any material heretofore known. They are sold at 
30 cents for a sheet, containing 300 labels, Furnished 
in large or small quantities, by mail, post-paid. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
PHILADELPHIA, 


MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND 
SABBATH-SCHOOLS 


NOW USE 


The Check System Library Register. 








This admirable arrangement for recording the 
distribution of Library Books in Sunday-schools, 
has been in use long pty to test its merits, which 
have clearly proven it to be THE BEST SYSTEM yet 
conceived for the usé of the Librarian, if we take 
into consideration its simplicit; i , and 
durability. A circular, giving full description with 
sizes and prices, sent to any superintendentor libra- 
rian on application. Wholesale and retail at the 


SABBATH-SCHOOL EMPORIUM, 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 








Ex 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION'S: 


PERIODICALS. 
Rev. RICHARD NEWTON, D.D., Editor. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORLD, 


A monthly paper, sixteen pages, quarto, for Sunday-. 
school Teachers, Bible Classes, Parents, and all in- 
terested in the religious training of the young.. 
Each number containsaSERMON for CHILDREN, 
and on OUTLINE LESSON for Sunday-schools, by 
the Editor. It is published at the low rate of 


FIFTY CENTS PER ANNUM. 
THE CHILD'S WORLD, 


A beautifully illustrated paper;. for Children and’ 
Youth, monthly or semi-monthly.. Terms twelve: 
cents per year for the monthly, and twenty-four 
cents for the semi-monthly, for ten copies or over 
sent to one address, postage payable at the office 
where received. 

4a Catalogues of the Society’s Publications, and 
Sample Copies of its Periodicals, furnished gratui-. 
tously, on application at the Depository, 


1122 Chestnut Street, 


PHILADELPHIA. 





TOKEN FOR TEACHERS. 


This is a little four-page leaflet, prepared by R. G.. 
PARDEE, containing some brief and useful hints for 
the Sunday-school teacher. It is intended to show 
the relations of the Superintendent, the Teachers, 
the Parents, the Pastor, the Church and the Com- 
munity to the true worker in the Sunday-school 
vineyard. Italsoembraces some valuable principles 
of instruction, with the qualifications of a good 
teacher. Many superintendents we have no doubt 
would like to distribute it in theirschools. Packages 
of 50 copies will be sent by mail for 25 cents, 
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 








SURERERBER SBS 
RINTING ESTABLISHMENT. 


meet the growing wot of the Sabbath-school 
irk, we have added to our publishing business 
convenient facilities for doing all kinds of Job 
Printing, either in plain or ornamental style. Pro- 
grammes and Reports for Sunday-school Conven- 
tions and Institutes; Catalogues for Libraries; 
Cards and Circulars for gengral distribution, bear- 
ing the name of the school using them, &c., &c. 
Besides these, we are prepared to execute, in a neat 
and attractive manner, such Printing as our patrons 
may desire in connection with their personal busi- 
ness operations, 


4@- Orders are respectfully solicited. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


BEAUTIFUL CONCERT EXERCISES 


_ FOR 
SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 





I.—A TRIBUTE OF PRAISE TO JESUS. 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 


IL—THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED. 
36 Cents Per Dozen. 


III.—THE MONUMENT OF TRUTH. 
36 Cents Per Dozen. 


IV.—THE SONG OF THE PILGRIMAGE. 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 


V.—OUR BEAUTIFUL HOME. 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 


These Exercises consist of Readings, Hymns, and 
Recitations for Monthly or Quarterly Concerts, and 
are so arranged as to interest an entire school, and 
calculated to impress deeply the youthful mind, by 
imparting important Scripture lessons in attractive 
form. Samples of the five sent to any one on re- 
ceipt of 20 cents. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 





IMPORTANT HELPS 


SUPERINTENDENTS AND TEACHERS, 


THE SABBATH-SCHOOL INDEX. 
By R. G. Pardee, A. M. - 
LIFE-SCENES FROM THE FOUR GOSPELS. 
By Rev. George Jones, M 
— FROM LIFE, which the Chaplain 1 


$1.25 


THE JEWISH TABERNACLE. 
By Rev. Richard Newton, D. D. - 


THE TEACHER’S GUIDE TO PALESTIN E. 

By Prof. H. 8. Osborn. 65 
SUNDA Y-SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS, 

By Rev. Alfred Taylor. . oe 
THE SUNDA Y-SCHOOL HAND-BOOK. 

By Rev. Erwin House. - 
SHORT STUDIES FOR SUNDAY- SCHOOL, 

TEACHERS. By Rev. C.8. Robinson, D. D. 1.50 
LIFE-SCENES FROM THE OLD TESTAMEN T. 

By Rev. George Jones, M. A. 2.00 
WHE SABBATH- SCHOOL TEACHER, 

By Rev. Dr. Todd. 
THOUGHTS ON SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 

By John 8. Hart, LL.D. 85 
NEW TESTAMENT HISTORY. 

By Dr. Wm. Smith. - 2.00 


ae 5, JEWELS. 
Rev. Richard Newton, D. D. 1.35 
Re des the foregoing, a large variety of all re- 


quisites needed in the establishing and conducting 
of Sunday-schools may always be found at the 


SABBATH-SCHOOL EMPORIUM, 
J.C.GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


1,25 
1.25 


1.50 





A GREAT BOOK 


IN A SMALL COMPASS. 


JENKINS’S 


VEST-POCKET LEXICON 


Neat and Useful for a Present, 


In Embossed Morocco, Gilt Edges. 


This is a Dictionary of all except the common 
words, which everybody knows. By omiting these, 
it has room for such as everybody wants to know, 
including the principal Scientific and Technical 
Terms, Foreign Moneys, Weights and Measures, 
Latin and French Phrases, Law Terms, &c., &c. It 
is adapted to the wants, both of the learned and 
the unlearned, 


TESTIMONIALS. 


From The Atlantic Monthly. 


“Tt isreally a vade mecum, small, cheap, and use- 
ful to a degree-no one can fully appreciate until it 
has been thoroughly tried.” 


From The Continental Monthly. 


“Tt would be difficult to exaggerate the great 
practical utility of this admirable little book.” 


From The Scientific American. 


“This is truly a valuable work—containing what 
everybody wants to know and cannot readily find.” 


From The Home Magazine. 


“The value of this little book is at once apparent. 
We would not part with our copy (were another not 
to be procured) for twenty times its cost.” 


From The Village Record. 


“This is an admirable little work—we may say a 

ba which every scholar and reader must have. 

be Fp sen for this work the greatest sale of any 
really learned work ever published in this country.” 


From The Medical and Surgical Reporter. 


“ All other abbreviated dictionaries which we have 
seen have, in order to economise space, excluded 
the rare and technical words—those, indeed, which 
are least known and most sought. ’Notwithstand- 
ing the miniature appearance of the book, it will 
we believe, be found, for most practical uses, a full 
dictionary of the language.” 


' From The Sunday-School Times. 


“This is a very peculiar and really very useful 
work,” 


From The Merchants’ Magazine. 


“This is anew idea, well conceived, and well exe- 
cuted,” 


From The Springfield Republican. 


“Tt is adapted to the knapsack of the soldier and 
the valise of the traveller, and, as a companion of 
the Bible and h mn-book, will complete the port- 
able library of the itinerant preacher.” 


From the London “ Morning Star.” 


“Thus every word which any reader but the most 
ignorant, and any reader but the most amazingly 
learned, could need to look for in ad ictionary, is to 
be found in the columns of this liitle book. We 
have pot it toseveral tests, by ie ont ae for poeulior 
scientific words, terms used in ar legal phrases, 
names of foreign coins, titles of foreign Officials, etc, 
and so far as our examination went have not found 
it to fail in any instance.” 


Price in embossed morocco, gilt, 75 cents. Same, 


pocket-book form, $1. For sale at the bookstores, or 
sent by mail, post-paid, on receipt of price. 


J. B. LIPPINCOTT & Co., Publishers, 
Nos. 715 and 717 Market Street, Philadelphia. 





Sunday-School Shields. 


—=——§O—— 


The following MOTTO CARDS for the walls of 
the school-room are made in the form of a Shield, 
neatly printed on heavy paper. They contain the 
following inscriptions: 

- GOD IS LOVE. 

. LOVE ONE ANOTHER. 

. COME TO JESUS. 

. FEED MY LAMBS. 

. SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES. 


6. LET US NOT BE WEARY IN 
WELL DOING. 


7. WATCH AND PRAY. 
8. LOVE YOUR ENEMIES. 
The full set will be sent by mail, post-paid, for 


$2.40. Sample for 30 cents, to those who wish to ex- 
amine before purchasing the complete assortment. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
PHILADELPHIA. 


BEAUTIFUL CERTIFICATE 


FOR 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


This Certificate consists of a picture of the Saviour 
blessing little children, printed in six bright colors, 
and surrounded by a neat tinted goth border. 
Beneath the picture is a form to be filled up and 
stenee by the Superintendent. The size is 11 by 14 

nches, 





PRICE 25 CENTS, 
in large or small quantities, 
Specimen by mail on receipt of price, 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 
Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YEAR. 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Constdering the amount and variety of original 
matter in THE TIMES, tt is believed to be the cheapest 
religious weekly published. 

~Vo subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copies 
are taken. 

JV paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid in 
advance. 

Figures are printed in connection with the sub- 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made. 

Written receipts are not necessary, a8 due ac- 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the use 
of these figures. 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents a year, which 
must be paid at the post office where the subscriber 
resides. 

4 Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums will 
be sent free, on application, to any one whe will 
solicit new subscribers, 

dm sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can 
be done, 

All letters relating to the business management 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub- 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

















